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Kazakhstan, also spelled Kazakstan, officially Republic of Kazakhstan, Kazakh Qazaqstan Respublikasi, country of Central Asia. It is 
bounded on the northwest and north by Russia, on the east by China, and on the south by Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, the Aral Sea, and 
Turkmenistan; the Caspian Sea bounds Kazakhstan to the southwest. Kazakhstan is the largest country in Central Asia and the ninth-largest 
in the world. Between its most distant points, Kazakhstan measures about 1,820 miles (2,930 kilometers) east to west and 960 miles north 
to south. While Kazakhstan was not considered by authorities in the former Soviet Union to be a part of Central Asia, it does have physical 
and cultural geographic characteristics similar to those of the other Central Asian countries. The capital is Nursultan (formerly Astana, 
Aqmola, and Tselinograd), in the north-central part of the country. Kazakhstan, formerly a constituent (union) republic of  the U.S.S.R., 
declared independence on December 16, 1991.

See also: Republican Guard (Kazakhstan)
The Republican Guard was a former 
independent service branch of the Armed 
Forces of the Republic of Kazakhstan. It 
was one of the most combat-ready units 
of the Armed Forces. It was established 
by Nazarbayev on 16 March 1992  based 
on a brigade of the Kazakh Internal 
Troops deployed in the village of Ak Zhar 
(located in the Kaskelen District of the 
Almaty Region). Thus, the Day of the 
Republican Guard has been set as March 
16. On 16 December 1992, conscripts were 
the first to be sworn into the guard in a 
ceremony at the Park of 28 Panfilov 
Guardsmen. Two weeks later, it accepted 
the role of round-the-clock personal 
security at the Almaty Presidential 
Residence, which was then under 
construction.
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Almaty, Russian Alma-Ata, formerly (1855-1921) Verny, city, southeastern Kazakhstan. It was formerly the capital of the Kazakh Soviet Socialist 
Republic (1929-91) and  independent Kazakhstan (1991-97). Almaty lies in the northern foothills of the Trans-Ili Alatou at an elevation of 
2,300-3,000 feet (700-900 meters), where the Bolshaya and Malaya Almaatinka rivers emerge onto the plain. 

Today's Almaty is Kazakhstan's largest metropolis, scientific and educational, cultural and historical, economic and financial, banking and 
industrial center of the country.
Almaty is located in the south-east of Kazakhstan, at the foot of the northern of Tien Shan ridge - Zaili Alatau. The urban territory of Almaty, 
the home-town of the famous variety of apples "Almaty aport" has more than eight thousand hectares occupied by gardens and parks, 
squares, and boulevards. Ile-Alatau National Park, whose territory includes a nature reserve and wildlife sanctuary, begins right in the Almaty 
vicinity.
In 1997, by decree of Nursultan Nazarbayev, the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the country's capital was moved from Almaty to 
Astana. The Law on the special status of Almaty was passed the following year, on July 1, 1998. The city is a major transportation hub in 
Kazakhstan; it has food processing, light and heavy industry enterprises operating on its territory. The special status is also granted to Almaty 
because the headquarters of the largest Kazakh banks and subsidiaries of multinational financial institutions and companies are located in it.
At the beginning of the third millennium Almaty is implementing large-scale projects, one of which was the commissioning of the subway in 
2011. And already in 2012, the Almaty subway was honored with prestigious awards of the European Society for Quality Research (ESQR) for 
quality.
Modern Almaty is a world-renowned sports center. Almaty won international recognition thanks to such prestigious events as "Asian Games 
2011", World Boxing Championships, stages of World Cup in judo and ski jumping, a stage of world "Grand Prix-2013" in volleyball and 
professional cycling race "Tour of Almaty"
Almaty hosted the World Winter Universiade of 2017. By the opening of the Universiade, the city had had a sports village, new ice palace, 
and many other modern facilities built in its territory.  
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